CHAPTER IV

MIO KRAL

Mio KRAL admitted afterwards that his courage failed
him, or, as he put it, he did not throw his bombs because
so many women and children might be killed. That
failure to support the principal assassin at the critical
moment in the Canebiere saved him from the guillotine,
But Krai's obligation as helper was not merely to
facilitate escape. He had his Mauser and his Walthet,
loaded and ready, and abundance of reserve ammunition.
In the case that the Bulgarian had been arrested or shot,
or for some other reason failed in his attempt, the
principal role fell to Krai He understudied the
principal actor. But considering his mental state there
was no strong supposition that he could have himself
committed the murder unaided.

Krai was only twenty-seven, a poor, narrow-
brained degenerate from a family ruled by the Austrians
before the war, one of those pious peasant Catholics
who seldom have enough converse with intelligent
priests to get fanaticism smoothed out of their frustrate
souls. He had become a tramp. He had left his
village and wandered into foreign lands, been put in
prison for vagabondage. But a serious talk with a
simple father might have lured Krai away from murder.
Priests had no influence in Pavelitch's camps. The
assumption of the approval of the Church was used
by him without the permission of the Church. In all
the evidence given afterwards there never was one
word about a priest. Pavelitch knew well enough
that "Thou shalt do no murder!" holds good for
Catholics as for others.